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Saint John’s First “Bible Project” 
1 
With background from The Record, 1940 
2 
The Record commemorates the 500th anniversary of printing 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29060 – 500 year celebration.  Gutenberg 
was the first European to use movable type printing, in around 1439, and the global 
inventor of the printing press. 
3 
Benedictines the first custodians of learning 
The Record, May 16, 1940, p. 2 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29061  
4 
“A monastery without a library…” 
The Record, May 16, 1940, p. 2 http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/CSBArchNews,29061  
5 
“A new type of work was found for monks” 
A familiar bit of human history, but with perhaps a slightly different slant??  
(Cause/effect question?) 
Illustration:  http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/ArcaArt,7649 
6 
Labor of love = works of art 
7 
Books important to spiritual life of monks 
Illustration:  http://cdm.csbsju.edu/u?/ArcaArt,9223 
8 
Central library slow to develop 
From Roloff, Ronald William, O.S.B. Saint John’s University Library: An Historical  
Evaluation.  A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the 
Degree of Master of Arts, University of Minnesota, 1953, p. 28-29. 
9 
Private collections added to the Abbey Library 
From Roloff, Ronald William, O.S.B. Saint John’s University Library: An Historical  
Evaluation.  A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the 
Degree of Master of Arts, University of Minnesota, 1953, p. 28-29. 
10 
1878-79 Catalogue mentions “a valuable library” 
11 
Early Abbey Library ledger catalog 
!  This handwritten accession ledger was begun ABOUT THE SAME TIME that “Charles 
Cutter made the first explicit statement regarding the objectives of a bibliographic 
system in his Rules for a Printed Dictionary Catalog in 1876.” [Wikipedia: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_card_catalog]  
Hoffmann’s book on the first 50 years has the Cutter number “.H64” for 
“Hoffmann”:  LD 4811.S8582 H64 
12 
First Abbey Library Catalog 
13 
Most books entered in catalog were bibles 
Image also appears on Matt’s blog, http://
www.booksfromthehmmlbasement.blogspot.com/2012_01_08_archive.html , 
but I took this photo. 
14 
First book listed was a 1572 Bible in German 
From Matt’s blog - http://www.hmml.org/news10/MH.htm 
15 
Abbey and student library locations in the early years: Roloff diagram 
From Roloff, Ronald William, O.S.B. Saint John’s University Library: An Historical  
Evaluation.  A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the 
Degree of Master of Arts, University of Minnesota, 1953, p. 87.  NOTE: the bottom 
label for the Abbey Library should probably say “1874-1887,” not “1874-1896.” 
 
16 
Abbey and student library locations in the early years: photos 
Cropped from Aschemann collection photos, LP066 (1883) and LP012 (ca. 1884, 
according to A Visual History of Saint Benedict's and Saint John's) 
17 
Abbey and student library locations in the early years: photo of Wimmer Hall exterior 
Wimmer Hall - Library ca. 1910s-1920s? 
18 
Abbey and student library locations in the early years: photo of Wimmer Hall interior 
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Ascheman Coll.- historical photos – LP054 Wimmer 
Hall Library ca. 1917 
19 
